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Executive summary

Executive summary

Counties play an integral role in managing public funds. Not only do they manage and
administer county funds, but in many cases they provide similar services to local governments,
including special purpose districts (SPDs). There are more than 2,000 local governments in
Washington state, representing more than 100 different types of governments. Washington
statutes require county treasurers to meet the banking and investing needs of many SPDs as
well as the county auditor to disburse SPD funds. However, Washington state laws are complex
and can apply differently to different types of governments, making it hard for local officials to
remain compliant as they manage public dollars. Further, as governments weigh public services
against rising costs, counties may face the difficult decision to discontinue, reduce or charge
for services previously offered at no cost to the SPDs they serve. Because our Office has fielded
questions from local governments about the sometimes-confusing fiscal relationship between
Washington counties and the SPDs they serve, we researched the topic to clarify the relevant
statutory requirements.

The Office of the Washington State Auditor reviewed each Washington county’s relationship to
its SPDs to determine whether counties are performing treasurer and warrant issuance services
in accordance with state laws.

Of our 39 Washington counties, each one reported it provides the required
services to its SPDs. However, some counties charge SPDs for these required
services like issuing warrants, a practice that is not permissible.

In some cases, the decision of counties to deliver services in noncompliant ways - like when they
discontinue or charge fees for required services — can cause SPDs to exceed their fiscal authority.
We identified four counties that charged for services they were mandated to offer at no charge,
thereby passing costs to SPDs that counties must assume.

Finally, many counties offer additional, optional services to their SPDs (such as more in-depth
payroll services, general ledger maintenance or budgeting assistance), which is a great benefit
to Washington’s smallest governments. However, it is imperative for counties to understand
the difference between required and optional services to ensure their processes comply with
state laws.
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An introduction

Background

In Washington, state law (Title 36 RCW) and the state constitution (Article XI, Section 4)
describe the laws and authority granted to counties, with a few exceptions. As part of these
laws, counties are authorized to create or have a role in the creation of many types of SPDs.
In many cases, state law requires counties to provide services to SPDs when acting as an
oversight or establishing agency. Examples of SPDs include fire protection, public hospital,
and water and sewer districts. Services provided by counties to SPDs typically include
holding funds, managing investments and processing payroll. Another service is warrant
issuance, meaning the county treasurer has authorized payments, similar to checks, to
specific vendors or payees on the SPD’s behalf. Many counties also provide services
beyond those that are statutorily required.

In recent years, counties across the state began reevaluating what services they offer to SPDs.
Some counties either discontinued some services or defined a threshold which, once crossed,
would convert free services provided to SPDs into ones that charge a fee. Consequently, many
SPDs took on responsibilities their counties previously held, such as calculating payroll,
opening bank accounts or using existing imprest accounts to process expenditures.

The Office of the Washington State Auditor has fielded many questions about the changing
relationships between counties and their SPDs and whether state law allows these changes.
While government officials are solely responsible for conducting adequate research on the
laws pertaining to their specific circumstances, we provide the following information to help
counties and local governments, including SPDs, with their own analyses.

About the project

This project sought to clarify the following questions:
1. Washington state law requires counties to act as a treasurer, and to process warrants.
What does processing warrants mean in the context of state law (RCW 36.22.090)?

2. Are counties permitted to charge for the treasurer services they provide to special
purpose districts?

3. Are counties permitted to charge for optional services?

For this project, we met with all 39 counties to understand the services they provide to SPDs.
We also conducted legal analysis and consulted with external partners, such as the Municipal
Research Services Center (MRSC), in summarizing the project’s results.
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Criteria

Criteria

To begin our evaluation, we identified the following statutes and relevant criteria:

1. Duties of county treasurer
RCW 36.29.010 sets forth the duties of the county treasurer, including:

» Receiving funds due to the agency and disbursing it on warrants the county auditor
issued and attested

 Issuing receipts for money received other than taxes
+ Clearing warrants in accounting records

+ In the case of insufficient funds for the redemption of warrants issued by the county
or any taxing district for which the county acts as treasurer, contracting with the
county or district to cover the insufficient funds

« Maintaining financial records reflecting receipts and disbursements

« Accounting for and paying all bonded indebtedness for the county and all special
districts for which the county treasurer acts as treasurer

« Maintaining the financial records that account for all revenues and expenditures
of the district funds

+ Investing all funds of the county or any special district funds in the treasurer’s
custody not needed for immediate expenditure

2. Warrants of political subdivisions

RCW 36.22.090 provides that the county auditor shall draw and issue warrants
for certain special purpose districts. In this context, a warrant refers to an official,
authorized payment, similar to a check, issued by the county auditor and paid by
the county treasurer using funds held on behalf of the SPD. Some types of
special purpose districts affected by this RCW are listed below.

i Diking, ditch, drainage and irrigation districts (who do not issue their
own warrants)

ii School districts of the second class, meaning those with less than 2,000
students enrolled (who do not issue their own warrants)

iii Political subdivisions within the county for which the law makes no
other provision
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3. Special purpose districts authorized to designate an alternative treasurer

Neither our Office nor MRSC has completed a comprehensive review of which statutes
require the county treasurer to act as the SPD treasurer. However, we have compiled a
list of Washington statutes addressing the County-SPD relationship and whether SPDs
are authorized to act as their own treasurer (or in some cases, just issue warrants) in
this report’s appendix.

Based on our statute research, we found the language about county treasurers’
duties to SPDs to be inconsistent. These inconsistencies were especially apparent
when comparing statutory language across government types. For example, some
statutes allow SPDs to use their own treasurer upon approval of the SPD board.
Other statutes require an SPD to reach a certain threshold in annual revenue
before allowing its board to designate its own treasurer. Still other statutes make
no reference to the SPD board’s ability or inability to designate its own treasurer.

Results of inquiry

Based on the meetings held with all 39 counties; we learned:

o All 39 counties reported they are providing all required services outlined above
« Four of the 39 counties reported they are charging fees for some required services

We also identified optional services that many counties provide, though state law does not
require them to do so. Some counties charge for these optional services, while some do not.
These services include more in-depth payroll services, general ledger maintenance, assistance
in preparing budget and annual financial reports, legal services, federal tax preparation, bank
reconciliations, journal entries and IT services.

For such optional services, we found:
o A total of 19 of the 39 counties provide at least one optional service

« Eight of the 19 counties that provide an optional service charge fees for those services
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Legal analysis

Legal analysis

After meeting with all 39 counties, we identified three questions for further legal
analysis. As part of this analysis, we consulted with our Office’s legal department,
our Office’s assigned Assistant Attorney General (AAG) and MRSC. We also
referenced the following Attorney General Opinions (AGO):

o AGO 1964 No. 104 (May 21, 1964)
o AGO 1969 No. 16 (Sep 22, 1969)
o AGO 1994 No. 24 (Dec 20, 1994)
Based on the analysis performed, we answered the following questions:
1. What does processing warrants mean in the context of RCW 36.22.090?

RCW 36.22.090 provides that the county auditor shall draw and issue
warrants to pay claims for the types of SPDs listed in the attached
appendix. These include:

« Diking, ditch, drainage and irrigation districts (who do not issue their
own warrants)

 School districts of the second class, meaning those with less than 2,000
students enrolled (who do not issue their own warrants)

« Political subdivisions within the county for which the law makes no
other provision

So, in addition to the county treasurer acting as the SPD treasurer, the county
auditor has a role in processing warrants for these SPDs.

The Legislature used the word “shall,” meaning the county auditor must draw
and issue warrants unless the SPD is authorized (and chooses) to do so them-
selves.

Similarly, our Office has been asked whether a county can issue a lump sum
warrant payment to an SPD, rather than individual payroll or accounts pay-
able warrants. During our review, we could not find any explicit guidance

on this topic. The main risk for lump sum warrant payments is that an SPD
would need the authority to operate as its own treasurer or issue its own
warrants which, by extension, would require the SPD to open a bank account
from which it could make payments.

1 “Warrants” authorizes payments from the treasury of the government. Warrants can bear interest;
until the warrant is redeemed, the individual or institution holding the warrant is lending funds to
the jurisdiction in the amount equal to the value of the warrant. See Types of Municipal Debt, MRSC.
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Legal analysis

If an SPD is required to use the county treasurer or is not expressly authorized to process
its own disbursements, we conclude the SPD would not be allowed to open a separate bank
account for purposes of issuing payments. The SPD should consult with its legal counsel
before taking such measures.

2. Can the county charge the special purpose district for acting as the district
treasurer, or for drawing and issuing warrants?

Unless authorized by statute (such as in the context of managing investment funds),
the county treasurer acting as the SPD treasurer must fulfill the treasurer’s duties
for free.

While counties are authorized by statute to charge SPDs for certain services, they are
not authorized to charge for drawing and issuing warrants for the SPDs.

3. Are counties permitted to charge for optional services?

We determined that it may be allowable for a county to charge for services not required
by state law. But charging fees to SPDs can become complex and confusing when counties
later decide to reduce their fee-based optional services — or even when they improperly
scale back free, required services. For example, if a county previously provided payroll
services for a district, the county can discontinue optional aspects of its service like
payroll calculations but it must still issue warrants for each employee’s payroll, since

that is a required service.
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Appendix

Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

Agricultural Pest District

Air Pollution Control Authority

Area Agency on Aging

Behavioral Health Organization / BH-
Administrative Service Organizations

Board of Joint Control

Cemetery District

City Transportation Authority (Monorail)

City, Code
City, First Class
City, Second Class

City, Unclassified

Community Facilities District

Community Networks

Community Renewal Agency

Conference of Governments

Conservation District

RCW 17.12.050

RCW 70A.15.1610

RCW 74.38

RCW 71.24.100

RCW 87.80.190
RCW 87.80.200

RCW 68.52.280

RCW 68.52.300

RCW 35.95A.060

RCW 35A.40
RCW 35.22.280
RCW 35.23.131

RCW 35.30

RCW 36.145.140

RCW 70.190.075

RCW 35.81.160

RCW 36.64.080

RCW 89.08.215

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor.

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor.

If organized as private nonprofit: N/A
If organized as government: unspecified - see RCW
36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

(If county-run): county, or a group of county
authorities, to appoint single fiscal agent

County treasurer in which board of joint control
created to serve as treasurer unless another
treasurer designated under RCW 87.03.440.
Treasurer to disburse funds on warrants issued by
county auditor.

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor

Treasurer designated by the governing body (can
act as their own treasurer)

Acts as their own treasurer
Acts as their own treasurer
Acts as their own treasurer
Acts as their own treasurer

Treasurer to be county treasurer or a city treasurer
per RCW 36.145.140

Must contract with a local government to be its
fiscal agent (treasurer)

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)
Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

County treasurer in which conservation district is
located to serve as treasurer unless the board of
supervisors designates another treasurer. Treasurer
to disburse funds on warrants issued by county
auditor.
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Appendix

Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations (continued)

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

County

County Airport District

County Ferry District

County Hospital

County Law Library

County Public Transportation Authority

County Rail District

Cultural Arts, Stadium, and Convention
District

Diking District

Diking or Drainage Improvement District -
1917 Act

Diking, Drainage and Irrigation Improvement
District - 1933 Act

Diking, Drainage or Sewerage Improvement
District 1913 Act

Drainage District

Economic Development Finance Authority

RCW 36.29.010

RCW 14.08.290

RCW 36.54.170

RCW 36.62.252

RCW 27.24

RCW 36.57.060

RCW 36.60.010

RCW 67.38.150

RCW 85.05.280
RCW 85.05.360

RCW 85.20.140

RCW 85.22.130

RCW 85.08.320 or

RCW 85.15

RCW 85.06.250

RCW 39.110

Acts as their own treasurer; including receipt of all
money due to the county. Treasurer to disburse
funds on warrants issued, or electronic funds
transfers attested (RCW 39.58.750), by county
auditor.

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor.

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor,
except that in counties where a contract has
been executed (see RCW 36.62.290), the hospital
administrator may issue warrants

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090

County treasurer to act as custodian of the fund and
disburse funds on warrants issued by the county
auditor.

County treasurer to act as ex officio treasurer

County treasurer to serve as ex officio treasurer
unless district governing body designates another
treasurer. Treasurer to disburse funds on warrants
issued by an auditor appointed by the district.

County treasurer to act as treasurer. Board of
commissioners may issue warrants in form and
substance the same as county warrants (issued by
the county auditor).

County treasurer to act as treasurer

County treasurer to act as treasurer

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor

County treasurer to act as treasurer. Board of
commissioners may issue warrants in form and
substance the same as county warrants (issued by
the county auditor).

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)
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Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations (continued)

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

Educational Service District

Emergency Medical Service District

Fire Protection District

Flood Control District

Flood Control Zone District

Health District

Health Sciences and Services Authority

Horticultural Pest and Disease Board
(Horticultural Assessment)

Housing Authority

Industrial Development Corporation

Intercounty Diking and Drainage District

Intercounty Flood Control District

RCW 28A.310.410

RCW 36.32.480

RCW 52.16.010
RCW 52.16.050

RCW 86.09.313
RCW 86.09.325

RCW 86.15.130

RCW 70.46.080
RCW 70.46.085

RCW 35.104.050

RCW 15.09.100
RCW 15.09.120

RCW 35.82.070

RCW 39.84

RCW 85.24.170

RCW 86.13.020
RCW 86.13.030

County treasurer to act as ex officio treasurer of the
district and disburse funds upon proper order of the
district board or superintendent

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

County treasurer to act as treasurer except for
districts with more than $10,000,000 in annual
revenues for preceding three consecutive years may
designate another treasurer by resolution. County
auditor to issue warrants on vouchers approved

by district board except for districts with an annual
operating budget of more than $5,000,000 for the
preceding three years may by resolution issue its
own warrants in accordance with RCW 52.16.050.

County treasurer to act as ex officio treasurer of the
district and disburse funds on warrants issued by
the county auditor

County treasurer to act as treasurer

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor.
With approval of the county legislative authority,
county treasurer, county auditor and health district
board, the health district may act as its own
custodian of funds (treasurer).

Treasurer to be designated by local government
and may be a city or county treasurer, city or county
auditor or a private party. The treasurer to create
and maintain funds, issue warrants and invest funds
in its possession.

County treasurer to act as treasurer and deposits to
be placed in county’s current expense fund

Acts as their own treasurer
Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

County treasurer of the largest county involved to
act as treasurer

County treasurer of each county to jointly serve
as treasurer with separate funds. Treasurer of each
county to disburse funds on warrants issued by
county auditor of that county.
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Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations (continued)

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

Intercounty Weed District

Intercounty Rural Library District

Irrigation and Rehabilitation District

Irrigation District

Irrigation District Hydroelectric Legal
Authority

Island Library District

Joint Housing Authority

Joint Municipal Utility Authority

Joint Park and Recreation District

Joint School District

Library Capital Facility Area

Local EMS and Trauma Care Council

RCW 17.06.060

RCW 27.12.160

RCW 87.84.060
RCW 87.03.440

RCW 87.03.440

RCW 87.03.828

RCW 27.12.440
RCW 27.12.070

RCW 35.82.300
RCW 35.82.070

RCW 39.106.050

RCW 36.69.450
RCW 36.69.150

RCW 28A.323.040

RCW 28A.323.100

RCW 27.15

RCW 70.168.120
WAC 246-976

County treasurer of county with the most acreage
in the district to act as treasurer

Board of trustees to designate the county treasurer
of one of the counties included as treasurer.
Designated treasurer to disburse funds on warrants
issued by county auditor.

County treasurer of county in which office of
district is located to serve as ex officio treasurer
and disburse funds on warrants issued by county
auditor. Districts that lie in more than one county
and had assessments in two of the three preceding
years of at least $500,000 may designate their own
treasurer.

County treasurer of county in which office of
district is located to serve as ex officio treasurer
and disburse funds on warrants issued by county
auditor. Districts that lie in more than one county
and had assessments in two of the three preceding
years of at least $500,000 may designate their own
treasurer.

Treasurer to be specified by interlocal agreement

(RCW 39.34)

County treasurer to act as treasurer

Acts as their own treasurer

Treasurer to be specified by interlocal agreement

County treasurer of county with greatest population
within district to act as treasurer. Funds disbursed
on warrants issued by county auditor.

County treasurer in county designated by
superintendent of public instruction to act as
treasurer

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)
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Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations (continued)

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

Metropolitan Municipal Corporation

Metropolitan Park District

Mosquito Control District

Multicounty Air Pollution Control Authority

Multicounty Water Conservancy Board

Noxious Weed Control Board

Operating Agency

Park & Recreation District

Park & Recreation Service Area

Port District

Public Corporation (Public Development
Authority)

Public Facilities District (PFD)

RCW 35.58.430

RCW 35.61.180

RCW 17.28.270
RCW 17.28.280

RCW 70A.15.1610

RCW 90.80.035

RCW 17.10

RCW 43.52.375

RCW 36.69.150

RCW 36.68.500

RCW 53.36.010

RCW 35.21.730

RCW 36.100.100

(County Statute)

RCW 35.57 (City

Statute)

County treasurer of the central county to act as
treasurer and disburse funds on warrants issued by
auditor of central county

County treasurer of the county within all, or a major
portion, of the district lies to serve as ex officio
treasurer unless a district receives approval from the
county treasurer to designate its own treasurer

County treasurer of the county in which the district
is organized to serve as treasurer. Funds withdrawn
upon warrant of the district board.

County treasurer designated by authority to act as
treasurer and disburse funds on warrants issued
by either the authority or auditor of the county
designated as the auditor

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)
Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

Treasurer and auditor to be appointed by board
of directors. Treasurer to disburse funds on checks
or warrants issued by the auditor upon orders or
vouchers approved by the board.

County treasurer of county in which district is
located to act as treasurer and disburse funds upon
warrants issued by county auditor

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds on warrants issued by the county auditor

County treasurer to act as treasurer unless meeting
criteria of RCW 53.36.010 to designate a different
treasurer by resolution. District funds to be
disbursed upon warrants issued by port auditor.

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

Districts created by counties: county treasurer of
county where PFD located to serve as ex officio
treasurer unless meeting criteria of RCW 36.100.100
to designate a different treasurer.

Districts created by cities: unspecified
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.58.430
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.61.180
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=17.28.270
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=17.28.280
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.15.1610
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.80.035
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=17.10
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.52.375
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.69.150
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.68.500
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=53.36.010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.21.730
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.100.100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.57

Appendix

Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations (continued)

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

Public Hospital Capital Facility Area

Public Hospital District

Public Stadium Authority

Public Transportation Benefit Area Authority

Public Utility District

Public Waterway District

Reclamation District

Regional EMS and Trauma Care Council

Regional Fire Protection Service Authority

RCW 70.265.100

RCW 70.44.171

RCW 36.102

RCW 36.57A.130

RCW 54.24.010

RCW 91.08

RCW 89.30.145
RCW 89.30.310
RCW 89.30.322

RCW 70.168.120
RCW 70.168.130
WAC 246-976

RCW 52.26.090

County treasurer to act as treasurer unless
commission designates another treasurer. Funds
to be disbursed on warrants issued by an auditor
appointed by the commission.

County treasurer to act as treasurer unless
commission designates another treasurer. Funds
to be disbursed on warrants issued by an auditor
appointed by the commission.

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

County treasurer of county in which district is
located, or county treasurer of largest component
county for multicounty authorities, to act as ex
officio treasurer unless authority designates another
treasurer by resolution and with approval of the
county treasurer. Funds shall be disbursed by the
treasurer on warrants issued by the county auditor
or auditor designated by the authority.

County treasurer of county in which district

is located to act as ex officio treasurer unless
commission designates another treasurer by
resolution. Funds shall be disbursed by the treasurer
on warrants issued by the auditor appointed by the
commission.

County treasurer to act as treasurer

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds upon warrants issued by county auditor

Council to designate its treasurer as a city or county
treasurer. RCW 70.168.130 references the councils
“chosen fiscal agent or agents, which shall be city or
county governments!

Authorities with more than $10,000,000 in

annual revenues for the preceding three years,

or an authority being formed by participating
jurisdictions that cumulatively had more than
$10,000,000 in annual revenues for the three years
before formation, may designate another treasurer
by resolution. Treasurer shall possess all powers and
be subject to same limitations as fire districts, as
outlined in RCW 52.16.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.265.100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.44.171
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.102
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.57A.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=54.24.010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=91.08
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=89.30.145
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=89.30.310
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=89.30.322
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.168.120
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.168.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-976
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=52.26.090

Appendix

Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations (continued)

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

Regional Library

Regional Noxious Weed Control Board

Regional Planning Commission

Regional Salmon Recovery Organization

Regional Transit Authority

Regional Transportation Investment District

Regional Transportation Planning
Organization

Roads and Bridges Service District

Rural County Library District

Rural Partial Library District

Rural Public Hospital District

School District

Self-Insurance Risk Pool

Sewage Improvement District

Solid Waste Disposal District

Sports Franchise Corporation

Television Reception Improvement District

RCW 27.12.080

RCW 17.10.110

RCW 36.70.060
(County), or RCW

35.63.070 and
35A.63.040 (Cities)

RCW 77.85

RCW 81.112.120

RCW 36.120.120

RCW 47.80

RCW 36.83.010

RCW 27.12.070

RCW 27.12.470

RCW 70.44.450
RCW 70.44.171

RCW 28A.510.270

RCW 48.62.034

RCW 85.08.320 or
RCW 85.15

RCW 36.58.100

RCW 35.21.695

RCW 36.95.160

Treasurer of one of the governmental units involved
shall act as treasurer by contract

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

Treasurer to be specified by interlocal agreement or
bylaws

Treasurer to be designated by board and funds
to be disbursed by the treasurer only on warrants
issued by the authority

Treasurer to be designated by board and funds
to be disbursed by the treasurer only on warrants
issued by the district

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

County treasurer to act as ex officio treasurer

County treasurer to act as treasurer
County treasurer to act as treasurer

County treasurer to act as treasurer unless
commission designates another treasurer. Funds
to be disbursed on warrants issued by an auditor
appointed by the commission.

County treasurer to act as ex officio treasurer.
Treasurer specified by interlocal agreement or

resolution

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds upon warrants issued by county auditor

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)
Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

County treasurer to act as treasurer and disburse
funds upon warrants issued by county auditor

Requirements of counties to provide certain services to special purpose districts | 15


https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=27.12.080
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=17.10.110
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70.060
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.63.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.63.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35A.63.040
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=77.85
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.112.120
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.120.120
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=47.80
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.83.010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=27.12.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=27.12.470
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.44.450
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.44.171
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.510.270
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=48.62.034
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=85.08.320
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=85.15
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.58.100
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.21.695
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.95.160

Appendix

Appendix: local government RCW references for county treasurer designations (continued)

- Government authorized by state law RCW reference

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

Town

Transportation Benefit District

Urban Emergency Medical Service District

Water Conservancy Board

Water-Sewer District

Watershed Management Partnership

Weed District

Workforce Development Councils

700 and Aquarium Advisory Authority

RCW 35.27.180

RCW 36.73 or
RCW 35.21.225

RCW 35.21.762

RCW 90.80.020

RCW 57.20.135
RCW 57.20.028

RCW 39.34.200

RCW 17.04.250

29 USC section.
2831 and RCW
28C.18

RCW 36.01.180

Acts as their own treasurer
City or county Treasurer

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)
Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

County treasurer to act as treasurer unless meeting
the requirements of RCW 57.20.135 to designate
another treasurer by resolution (must have more
than 2,500 customers and receive approval from
the county treasurer). Additionally, funds to be
disbursed by the treasurer upon warrants issued by
the county auditor unless the requirements of RCW
57.20.028 have been met.

Treasurer to be either a county treasurer or a city
treasurer of a county or city participating in the
partnership

County treasurer to act as ex officio treasurer and
disburse funds upon vouchers approved by the
board of directors of such district

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)

Unspecified - see RCW 36.22.090 (warrant issuance)
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.27.180
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.73
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.21.225
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.21.762
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.80.020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=57.20.135
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=57.20.028
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.34.200
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=17.04.250
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-2012-title29-section2831&num=0&edition=2012
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-2012-title29-section2831&num=0&edition=2012
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28C.18
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28C.18
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.01.180
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.22.090
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