
From: Monaghan, Sohara (SAO)
To: Ahmed, Mohamed (SAO)
Subject: Fw: Tentatively Planned Performance Audit - Civil Asset Forfeiture in Washington
Date: Thursday, December 1, 2022 3:16:29 PM
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From: Stowe, Justin (SAO) <justin.stowe@sao.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2022 9:36 AM
To: steve@waspc.org <steve@waspc.org>
Cc: Fleming, Tania (SAO) <flemingt@sao.wa.gov>; Monaghan, Sohara (SAO)
<monaghans@sao.wa.gov>; Good, Shauna (SAO) <goods@sao.wa.gov>; Smith, Melissa (SAO)
<smithme@sao.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: Tentatively Planned Performance Audit - Civil Asset Forfeiture in Washington
 
Dear Mr. Strachan,
 
I want to follow up with you regarding a message we sent to you in July of last year regarding a
tentative performance audit on civil asset forfeiture (please see below).
 
We have now incorporated this audit into our workplan and plan to begin researching on the topic
starting in November. We will primarily work with the Washington State Patrol but may contact you
to better understand the topic and hear your perspective. The team lead of this audit, Sohara
Monaghan, and her team may be in contact with you in a few weeks to introduce themselves and
hear your perspective.
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
 
Sincerely,
Justin
 

Justin Stowe, PMP, CGAP
Assistant Director of Performance Audit, Office of the Washington State Auditor
(564) 201-2970 | Pronouns: he/him/his
We are hiring! Go to sao.wa.gov/jobs to see our openings.

 
 

From: Cortines, Christopher (SAO) <cortinec@sao.wa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 8:05 AM
To: steve@waspc.org
Cc: Fleming, Tania (SAO) <flemingt@sao.wa.gov>; Good, Shauna (SAO) <goods@sao.wa.gov>; Smith,
Melissa (SAO) <smithme@sao.wa.gov>; White, Bradley (SAO) <whitebd@sao.wa.gov>; Osborne,
Lindsay (SAO) <osbornel@sao.wa.gov>
Subject: Tentatively Planned Performance Audit - Civil Asset Forfeiture in Washington
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mohamed950
Sticky Note
Purpose: To notify the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs of the Civil Asset Forfeiture performance audit. Source: Auditor Generated Conclusion: The Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs was notified of the Civil Asset Forfeiture Audit on September 29th, 2022 by the Assistant Director of Performance Audit. 



Good afternoon Mr. Strachan –
 
For the 2021-23 biennium, the Washington State Auditor’s Office tentatively plans to conduct the
following performance audit: 
 
Civil Asset Forfeiture in Washington.  This audit would examine the use of civil asset forfeiture by
the state’s law enforcement agencies. Civil asset forfeiture allows law enforcement agencies to seize
—and then keep or sell—any property that is alleged to be involved in a crime. Under state law,
property owners do not need to be arrested or convicted in order to have their property seized.  The
audit may examine whether or not civil asset forfeiture is functioning as originally intended—to deter
criminal activity and disrupt criminal organizations. This could include an analysis of the types of
offenses that lead to asset forfeiture, how seized funds are used, and the effect on property owners
and crime rates. The audit could also include a review of asset forfeiture data reported by law
enforcement agencies to the state treasurer.
 
If we proceed with this audit, we anticipate working with the Washington State Patrol and a
selection of local government law enforcement agencies. 
 
Please note that we are busy completing several performance audits as we speak.  Once we have
worked through our existing performance audits, we will reassess our capacity for conducting this
tentatively planned audit.  We should know more early next year.  We will reach out to you then to
confirm our plans to complete this audit and when we would start it. 
 
Between now and then, if you or your members have any questions, please feel free to call me.   We
look forward to the discussion.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris
 

Chris Cortines, CPA, Assistant Director
Washington State Auditor’s Performance Audit Program
Office of the Washington State Auditor
(206) 355-1546 | Christopher.Cortines@sao.wa.gov
3200 Sunset Way SE Olympia, WA 98501
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