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From: CROUCHO@sao.wa.gov
To: Nicoleta Strugariu
Cc: Strand, Ann (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers, Stacie (SAO);


Crouch, Olivia (SAO); ards@sao.wa.gov; Wolf, Andrew (SAO); Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Pagio, Kayley (SAO);
Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94359
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 11:26:25 AM


Your request # 94359 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
We are preparing for writing off collectible AR. Bad debt expense is not listed in the BARS
manual. Is there an assigned expense group for bad debt expense? Thank you!


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hi Nicoleta,


Thank you for providing additional information via email! As we discussed, there is no
specific bad debt expense code because the expense would just be recorded to your normal,
functional BARS account codes. 


You stated that the receivables were for false alarm notices issued before covid. The City was
unable to collect and would like to write them off. Since this is related to the public
safety/police function the correct BARS code is 521.10. Even though the original receivable
originated years ago, it is a current year decision to write-off those receivables, so it is a
current year expense.


Please let me know if you have any additional questions!
Olivia


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
OLIVIA Crouch


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.
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From: CROUCHO@sao.wa.gov
To: Nicoleta Strugariu
Cc: Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Strand, Ann (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers, Stacie (SAO);


Crouch, Olivia (SAO); ards@sao.wa.gov; Wolf, Andrew (SAO); Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Pagio, Kayley (SAO);
Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94386
Date: Thursday, January 11, 2024 1:10:31 PM


Your request # 94386 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
Hello, I would like to know how to record the write-off of uncollectible AR, when the revenue
was originally reported on Schedule 15 and/or Schedule 16. Thank you!


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hi Nicoleta,


Thank you for providing additional information! This was an accounts receivable for invoices
billed to the department of justice for a grant from 2016/2017. The City will not be getting
reimbursed, so they need to write-off the receivable. 


This would be done by debiting expense and crediting the accounts receivable. 


Please reach out if you have any additional questions!
Olivia


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
OLIVIA Crouch


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.
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From: COWGILLC@sao.wa.gov
To: Nicoleta Strugariu
Cc: Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Strand, Ann (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO);


Tellers, Stacie (SAO); Crouch, Olivia (SAO); ards@sao.wa.gov; Wolf, Andrew (SAO); Cowgill, Christie (SAO);
Pagio, Kayley (SAO); Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94392
Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 9:42:57 AM


Your request # 94392 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
Hello, If part of imprest fund is held in the bank account and not in a drawer, due to reduction
in staff and/or need to have cash on hand, and does not match the amount established by
ordinances, can the amount be reduced in the imprest fund? Thank you!


The background information you provided was:
Ordinances issued as far back as 1993 had been establishing the amounts to be held for the
purpose of Imprest Fund, Petty Cash or Police Investigation Fund. The use of cash came down
significantly in the recent years, compared with 1993. For security purposes we have
transferred amounts from the cashier's drawer/safe (imprest fund) into the bank account, and
left in the imprest fund only the amount currently in use. This variance had been noticed
during our last audit. The question I have is are we allowed to keep a portion of the amount in
the bank, instead of in a cashier's drawer/safe, and reflect the actual amount on hand in the
imprest fund? Please advise. Thank you!


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hello,


We are not aware of any restrictions against how the City is currently doing. We would
recommend reviewing the actual use of the cash on hand and adjust the resolutions
accordingly to ensure proper controls and oversight.


If you have any further questions please let me know.
Christie 


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
CHRISTIE Cowgill


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
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information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.








From: COWGILLC@sao.wa.gov
To: acadwell@lynnwoodwa.gov
Cc: Kostick, Niles (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Strand, Ann (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers,


Stacie (SAO); Crouch, Olivia (SAO); ards@sao.wa.gov; Wolf, Andrew (SAO); Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Pagio,
Kayley (SAO); Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94434
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 3:01:06 PM


Your request # 94434 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
If the cost of an asset is recorded in multiple different funds and fund types, where should the
asset value and depreciation be booked?


The background information you provided was:
The City of Lynnwood has a few different assets, mostly software, that are used by multiple
different departments. The cost of the asset has been distributed across funds representing the
departments that use the software. These include both governmental and proprietary funds.
Should the asset value and depreciation be distributed across the funds, should it be booked in
an internal debt service fund, or should it be handled differently?


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hello,


If there is an internal service fund that "owns" the asset, then that fund would record the asset
and depreciation while charging the other funds and departments for the use of the asset.


If there is not an internal service fund, when the asset is purchased it would be allocated across
the funds (capital outlay expenditure in the governmental funds, capital asset in proprietary).
We would recommend having a depreciation schedule for the asset as a whole and then
allocate the depreciation expense to the various funds (no entry in governmental funds,
depreciation expense recorded in proprietary funds).


If you have any further questions please let me know.
Christie


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
CHRISTIE Cowgill


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
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accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.








From: Amy Cadwell
To: Cowgill, Christie (SAO)
Cc: Kostick, Niles (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Strand, Ann (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers,


Stacie (SAO); Crouch, Olivia (SAO); ards@sao.wa.gov; Wolf, Andrew (SAO); Pagio, Kayley (SAO); Vandenburg,
Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: RE: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94434
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 2:33:32 PM
Attachments: image002.png


External Email


Thank you, Christy –
 
Follow up question – When we have a contract that renews mid-fiscal year, do we add the
value of the new software contract to the existing asset record? Alternatively, do we create a
new asset for the renewed contract?
 
 
Amy Cadwell (she, her, hers) | Accountant                                                           
Finance Department
19100 44th Ave W, Lynnwood, WA 98036
Ph: 425-670-5154
www.LynnwoodWA.gov
 


 
From: COWGILLC@sao.wa.gov <COWGILLC@sao.wa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 3:00 PM
To: Amy Cadwell <acadwell@Lynnwoodwa.gov>
Cc: kostickn@sao.wa.gov; youngj@sao.wa.gov; hyltons@sao.wa.gov; stranda@sao.wa.gov;
adamsh@sao.wa.gov; tellerss@sao.wa.gov; croucho@sao.wa.gov; ards@sao.wa.gov;
andrew.wolf@sao.wa.gov; cowgillc@sao.wa.gov; pagiok@sao.wa.gov;
vivian.vandenburg@sao.wa.gov; fentonc@sao.wa.gov
Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94434


 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Your request # 94434 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
If the cost of an asset is recorded in multiple different funds and fund types, where
should the asset value and depreciation be booked?
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The background information you provided was:
The City of Lynnwood has a few different assets, mostly software, that are used by
multiple different departments. The cost of the asset has been distributed across funds
representing the departments that use the software. These include both governmental
and proprietary funds. Should the asset value and depreciation be distributed across the
funds, should it be booked in an internal debt service fund, or should it be handled
differently?


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hello,


If there is an internal service fund that "owns" the asset, then that fund would record the
asset and depreciation while charging the other funds and departments for the use of
the asset.


If there is not an internal service fund, when the asset is purchased it would be allocated
across the funds (capital outlay expenditure in the governmental funds, capital asset in
proprietary). We would recommend having a depreciation schedule for the asset as a
whole and then allocate the depreciation expense to the various funds (no entry in
governmental funds, depreciation expense recorded in proprietary funds).


If you have any further questions please let me know.
Christie


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when
you contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure
that we are consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
CHRISTIE Cowgill


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such







information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.








From: CROUCHO@sao.wa.gov
To: sbattulga@lynnwoodwa.gov
Cc: Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Ard, Sherrie (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Strand, Ann (SAO);


Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers, Stacie (SAO); Crouch, Olivia (SAO); Ard, Sherrie (SAO); Wolf, Andrew (SAO);
Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Pagio, Kayley (SAO); Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 93373
Date: Monday, March 6, 2023 2:06:26 PM


Your request # 93373 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
Do we include sales tax in the amortization schedule for leases?


The background information you provided was:
In preparing the amortization schedule, a question popped up whether we include the sales tax
for leases? These are copier leases. thank you.


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hello,


Sales tax are considered a non-lease component and should NOT be included in your
calculation of the lease liability/lease asset. The sales tax would also then be excluded from
the amortization schedule. The sales tax should be treated as an expense in the period they are
incurred/due, separate from your lease accounting.


Please let me know if you have any additional questions!
Olivia


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
OLIVIA Crouch


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.
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From: CROUCHO@sao.wa.gov
To: sbattulga@lynnwoodwa.gov
Cc: Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Ard, Sherrie (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Strand, Ann (SAO);


Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers, Stacie (SAO); Crouch, Olivia (SAO); Ard, Sherrie (SAO); Wolf, Andrew (SAO);
Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Pagio, Kayley (SAO); Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 93376
Date: Thursday, March 9, 2023 2:51:01 PM


Your request # 93376 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
We have a NASPO-ValuePoint contract for mailroom equipment. This was a piggyback on
state contract. In the contracts, I cannot find any language stating a noncancelable period. We
have a purchase order that simply states 60 months. In this case, is this considered a lease?


The background information you provided was:
The NASPO-ValuePoint Contract (WA Master Contract No. 05516) does not have any
language stating non-cancelable period. There is a termination for convenience clause and it
states that "the state reserves the right to terminate the contract, in whole or in part at any time
when in the best interest of the state, without penalty or recourse" This leads me to believe that
this contract is cancelable and therefore it should not be included in our list of capital leases.
Please advise.


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hello,


For a lot of master contracts, there are clauses that allow the contract to be cancelled at any
time, but it normally only applies to the master contract and not any sub-contracts/agreements
awarded under the master contract. You will need to refer to the master agreement to
determine if it states what happens to sub-contracts/agreements in the event the master
contract is cancelled. The wording you provided said the State reserves the right to cancel the
contract at any time.


However, we need to know about the agreement between the City and the equipment vendor.
If both the City and the equipment vendor can cancel your mailroom equipment contract at
any time, then it's a short-term lease. But if only one of you can cancel at any time (or if
neither of you can cancel at any time), then it's not a short-term lease, and would be accounted
for like other leases under GASB 87.


Please let me know if you have any additional questions!
Olivia


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
OLIVIA Crouch
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Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.








From: COWGILLC@sao.wa.gov
To: sbattulga@lynnwoodwa.gov
Cc: Strand, Ann (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers, Stacie (SAO);


Crouch, Olivia (SAO); ards@sao.wa.gov; Wolf, Andrew (SAO); Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Pagio, Kayley (SAO);
Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94090
Date: Thursday, September 7, 2023 4:57:20 PM


Your request # 94090 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
Hi there, can you guide us to the correct BASUB for funding received by the Court?


The background information you provided was:
Our Court receives funding from the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC). One of the
funding is for interpreter costs. AOC sends monies to support some of the costs for the
interpreters. The other funding is for reimbursing the costs related to enhancing the Court's
audio and visual systems. AOC does not call these grants, but says these are state funding
programs. Initially we were using 3340120 basub to record these revenues, but we are now
questioning whether that is correct. Please advise. Thank you.


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hello,


We would recommend continuing to use the 334.01.20 BARS code. While AOC does not
include this as a grant, the definition of state grant is not the same as federal grants and can
include such items as reimbursements of costs incurred, providing funds to governments to
assist in carrying out their responsibilities.


If you have any further questions please let me know.
Christie


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
CHRISTIE Cowgill


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.
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From: YOUNGJ@sao.wa.gov
To: Michelle Meyer
Cc: Strand, Ann (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Young, Joshua (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO);


Adams, Haji (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)
Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94237
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 2:16:36 PM


Your request # 94237 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
Can an employee receive specialty pays on top of regular pay under the terms of an MOU
signed by the Mayor for a Collective Bargaining Agreement that was approved by Council
AND also under the terms of a policy approved by the Mayor, not Council, that applies to
non-represented staff.


The background information you provided was:
The City of Lynnwood has a Council/Mayor form of government. Compensation is
established by the Council by adopting a salary ordinance for non-represented staff and by
approving collective bargaining agreements for represented staff, in accordance with the City's
municipal code. The City has a collective bargaining agreement with a police management
guild. There is an MOU for this CBA that says Deputy Chief positions, although excluded
from guild membership shall maintain the same specialty pays as the guild members. The
Mayor recently signed a policy that authorizes non-represented employees not covered under a
CBA to receive special project pay. There are no specific positions or amounts of special
project pay identified in the policy. One Deputy Chief position is now receiving 6.85%
education premium pay and 5% emergency management premium pays under the terms of the
MOU/CBA, and another 18% special project pay under the new non-represented policy that
the Mayor signed. I would like to confirm that one position can be paid under the terms of
both the MOU/CBA and the new policy.


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Good afternoon,


There are some legal implications or considerations to your question which include things
such as whether the Mayor has the authority to establish policies that set pay for employees.
Our Office does not have the constitutional or statutory authority to provide legal advice or
perform original legal research. We would suggest you contact MRSC or your legal counsel if
you need legal advice or with specific legal questions on this matter. 


For audit purposes, we would expect the City to be able to clearly support that any amounts
paid have been earned by that employee. Documentation for this type of support would
include who should be receiving these types of specialty pay, what they need to do to earn it,
and how much will be paid to employees who do earn the specialty pay. Your question stated
there are no specific positions or amounts of special project pay identified in the policy, but
you said the individual is receiving 18% special project pay. Based on the information
provided, this would likely not meet expectations. The City should be able to demonstrate how
it came up with 18% and why this particular individual is qualifying for this 18% pay increase.


Thank you for contacting the HelpDesk. If you have further questions on this topic, feel free to
reach out to me.



mailto:YOUNGJ@sao.wa.gov

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=userfeff3b4b

mailto:stranda@sao.wa.gov

mailto:hyltons@sao.wa.gov

mailto:youngj@sao.wa.gov

mailto:adamsh@sao.wa.gov

mailto:fentonc@sao.wa.gov

mailto:adamsh@sao.wa.gov

mailto:fentonc@sao.wa.gov





==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
JOSHUA Young


Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.








From: VIVIAN950@sao.wa.gov
To: acadwell@lynnwoodwa.gov
Cc: Young, Joshua (SAO); Hylton, Scott (SAO); Strand, Ann (SAO); Adams, Haji (SAO); Tellers, Stacie (SAO);


Crouch, Olivia (SAO); ards@sao.wa.gov; Wolf, Andrew (SAO); Cowgill, Christie (SAO); Pagio, Kayley (SAO);
Vandenburg, Vivian (SAO); Fenton, Crystal (SAO)


Subject: Response to Client Helpdesk Request 94316
Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 9:51:38 AM


Your request # 94316 for Lynnwood, City of has been resolved.


Your question was:
When updating an asset capitalization threshold, should the effective date be the first day of
the reporting period or the day the change was authorized/signed?


The background information you provided was:
The City of Lynnwood recently updated its capital asset policy, including updating the
capitalization threshold from $5,000 to $10,000. The effective date noted on the policy is
11/15/2023. The City's fiscal year 2023 runs from 1/1/2023 to 12/31/2023. The threshold
amount change is considered a change in accounting estimate per GASB 100. GASB 100 also
states "A change in accounting estimate...should be reported prospectively by recognizing the
change in accounting estimate in the reporting period in which the change occurs." (p 6)
Capitalizing some assets at the $5,000 threshold and some at the $10,000 threshold in the FY
2023 financial statements could be confusing for those reviewing the statements. Should assets
be capitalized at the $10,000 threshold beginning 1/1/2023 or 11/15/2023? 


==================================================
Our response is as follows:
Hello, 


Thank you for your patience. 


A change in accounting policy, in this case a change in the capitalization threshold, would not
qualify as an accounting change recognized by GASB 100. A change in accounting policy
should be recognized prospectively, from the date that the policy was approved by the
governing body. This policy change should be disclosed in the City's notes to the financial
statements, however, would not be disclosed in the manner expected by GASB 100. 


In this case, the new capitalization threshold should be used going forward starting
11/15/2023.


Thanks for using the HelpDesk.


==================================================


If you have additional follow-up questions, please reference this request number when you
contact us again. A copy of this response is provided to your audit team to ensure that we are
consistent and efficient when working with you.


Sincerely,
VIVIAN Vandenburg
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Disclaimer: Answers are informational only and are based on the specific circumstances presented. As laws and
circumstances change, or additional facts are presented, the answer is subject to change. The information provided
by the Washington State Auditor's client helpdesk is not a legal or a binding opinion.


Neither the State of Washington nor any agency, officer, or employee of the State of Washington warrants the
accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information in the Public Access System and shall not be liable for any
losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such information. Portions of such
information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from the
System does so at his or her own risk.





