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Dear Ms. Horning,
 
The Office of the Washington State Auditor has received and completed our response
to your public records request sent in via our website, as follows:
 

I am looking for information regarding any citizen referrals made in
regards to the Town of Lind since 2020 to current (May 2024). If it is
possible to email them to the given email address, I would greatly
appreciate that. Thank you.

 
In response, we have attached all the responsive records to fulfill your request with us. 
Please let us know if you have any questions, concerns or issues regarding this
request.  We will now consider this request closed.
 
Sincerely,
 

  Mary Leider, CPRO
Public Records Officer, Office of the Washington State Auditor
(564) 999-0919 (find me anywhere via Teams) | Pronouns: She, Her, Hers
Let us help you improve your cyber health: #BeCyberSmart.
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By Roger Harnack
The Journal  



The Ritzville Adams County Journal - Eastern Adams County's Only 
Independent Voice Since 1887



Council overturns Lind mayor



Town returns funds collected illegally



LIND – A resident who was overcharged for water connection is getting thousands of dollars returned.



Briana Osborn appeared before the Town Council on Tuesday, Sept. 28, to plead her case for reimbursement of water connection fees after Mayor Paula Bell failed to 
provide proof of legal authority to collect the funds.



After listening to Osborn, and the mayor’s rebuttal, the council voted unanimously to return $5,239.85 to the homeowner.



At issue was whether the mayor had authority to authorize a contractor to trespass on Osborn’s property and perform work without first obtaining permission and without 
providing the owner the opportunity to hire her own contractor. The mayor also failed to seek a council vote on her unilateral action.



Furthermore, the issue included discussion on whether the mayor even had the authority to demand payments totaling $6,460 after only providing Osborn with information 
that set the connection cost at $500 for water and $500 for sewer, then agreeing with the fee schedule.



Osborn showed up at the meeting with a number of supporters and the signatures of about 100 residents calling for the exorbitant amount to be refunded.



“I was given an amount ($500 for water and $500 for sewer connection); I paid cash that day,” Osborn told the council. “I don’t think it’s fair to charge me thousands of 
dollars… The council should honor what your mayor and your clerk told told me.”



The mayor tried to justify collecting additional the excess amount, noting that she contacted a company working in town and asked if it would have employees install a 
water meter on Osborn’s property.



Osborn said she came home to find a meter installed and the mayor extorted the funds in exchange for turning on the water.



She said the mayor has made the issue “nothing but hell for me,” noting the issue had been ongoing for several months without resolution. 



Those at the meeting asked the mayor to provide some verification Osborn new and agreed to the fees, but Bell was unable to provide any proof.



“I don’t know why she would have to approve it,” Bell said.



Page 1 of 2Council overturns Lind mayor - The Ritzville Adams County Journal



10/11/2021https://www.ritzvillejournal.com/story/2021/10/06/news/council-overturns-lind-mayor/23...











Residents pointed out the mayor, and town, would lose if Osborn sued. So, they asked the council for a refund vote.



The council unanimously approved of the refunded amount.
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Council overturns Lind mayor



Town returns funds collected illegally



LIND – A resident who was overcharged for water connection is getting thousands of dollars returned.



Briana Osborn appeared before the Town Council on Tuesday, Sept. 28, to plead her case for reimbursement of water connection fees after Mayor Paula Bell failed to 
provide proof of legal authority to collect the funds.



After listening to Osborn, and the mayor’s rebuttal, the council voted unanimously to return $5,239.85 to the homeowner.



At issue was whether the mayor had authority to authorize a contractor to trespass on Osborn’s property and perform work without first obtaining permission and without 
providing the owner the opportunity to hire her own contractor. The mayor also failed to seek a council vote on her unilateral action.



Furthermore, the issue included discussion on whether the mayor even had the authority to demand payments totaling $6,460 after only providing Osborn with information 
that set the connection cost at $500 for water and $500 for sewer, then agreeing with the fee schedule.



Osborn showed up at the meeting with a number of supporters and the signatures of about 100 residents calling for the exorbitant amount to be refunded.



“I was given an amount ($500 for water and $500 for sewer connection); I paid cash that day,” Osborn told the council. “I don’t think it’s fair to charge me thousands of 
dollars… The council should honor what your mayor and your clerk told told me.”



The mayor tried to justify collecting additional the excess amount, noting that she contacted a company working in town and asked if it would have employees install a 
water meter on Osborn’s property.



Osborn said she came home to find a meter installed and the mayor extorted the funds in exchange for turning on the water.



She said the mayor has made the issue “nothing but hell for me,” noting the issue had been ongoing for several months without resolution. 



Those at the meeting asked the mayor to provide some verification Osborn new and agreed to the fees, but Bell was unable to provide any proof.



“I don’t know why she would have to approve it,” Bell said.
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Residents pointed out the mayor, and town, would lose if Osborn sued. So, they asked the council for a refund vote.



The council unanimously approved of the refunded amount.
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Phone Call with citizen for H-23-418 on 10/26/2023 



The Citizen was very concerned about the following items. 



- He received a very high utility bill when he was moved to the Town which included months from 



he closed the house to when he actually moved in.  He stated the Town charged him utility even 



though he was not living there.  



- He stated the Town was changing the Town Ordinance to put a lien on a house which had a fire 



and trying to kick out the family lives there 



- He stated the Town was not charging uniform fees for shutting down water across the Town: 



someone would be charged for $250 and other would be charged $25. 



- He stated some citizens got their water shut down without a reason and other would got fined 



for providing waters to other whose waters were shut down. 



- He stated the Town sold a lot of water to a company and refused to provide water to citizens. 



- He also stated the Town Council refused to answer questions during Council meetings 



The Citizen suggested us to review the Town Council meeting videos on YouTube.   











Phone Call with Citizen on 12/28/2023 



The citizens(there were at least two people) stated the following. 



- The Town Council passed the new ordinance on the day before for only allowing 2 vehicles per 



property and does not allow recreational vehicles on any properties for more than 2 weeks. 



o Stated over 90% of the properties owner in town has more than 2 vehicles 



- During council meetings, the Town only allows citizens who submit written comments for 



proofread to speak  



- During a construction of water line in front of his house, the maintenance workers were being 



disrespectful to citizen when he ask the workers to move the equipment placed on his driveway 



so he could move his vehicle. 



- The Mayor is trying to kick people out of their own houses and picking on citizens who have 



different opinions than the Mayor. 



- The Town does not accept credit card payments so the Mayor and staffs can embezzle money 



- Utility rate increase was unreasonable and citizen cannot afford it 



- The Town’s code enforcement officer is not certified for the position. 



o He is picking on specific people when enforcing the code. 



- There was a house fire happened in Town and afterwards, the Town shut off its water and 



electricity which forces the family to move somewhere.  Then the Town hired people to clean up 



the house as the house was abandoned. 



o Was unable to obtain a explanation of why water and electricity were shut off. 



- One of the citizens (Hodgson) who was on the call stated the Town tried to get rid of him from 



his parent’s property as he is registered offender for multiple times.  He explained that he is 



living in an RV on his parent's property and the Town claimed it is within the City limit as it has 



City water; therefore, the property has to comply with the City code and city code does not 



allow RV to be parked on property in long term.  I suggest that if he requests a Town map to 



determine if the property is within the city limits and he stated he did but the Town never 



provide the map to him. 



The Citizen again suggested us to watch the Council Meeting videos on YouTube. 



 



Contact information for the citizen who is not on the hotline 



Darrin Lee Hodgson Sr. (509)770-4725  
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From: WA State Auditor Hotline
To: "dsnead73@hotmail.com"
Subject: Washington State Auditor"s Office
Date: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 9:56:00 AM



Dear Mr.
Snead,
 
Thank you for contacting the State Auditor’s Office Citizen Hotline regarding the Town
of Lind. We take our job of holding government accountable for the use of public
resources seriously, and we have carefully considered the information you shared in
your hotline submission.
We have determined this issue is outside our audit authority as defined by RCW
43.09. Therefore, we consider this matter closed. We recommend you take these
concerns to the City Council.
 
Sincerely,
Hotline Management
 
H-24-107
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