From: Leider, Mary (SAQ)
To: ElizabethAnneGrove@proton.me
Bcc: Gillis, Jeana (SAQ)
Subject: SAO Response to PRR #7541 - City of Mabton - 1st Installment
Date: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 2:52:00 PM
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Dear Ms. Grove,

The Office of the Washington State Auditor has received and completed the first
installment of our response to your public records request sent in via our website, as
follows:

First | don't see the auditor's PRO identified on your website and that is a
legal requirement under RCW 42.56 et seq.

Second, My request is for any and all complaints of any sort submitted to
the auditor about the City of Mabton in 2024.

In response to your first item, we have publicly identified our Public Records Officer (PRO)
as her name appears on the code revisers website (as per subsection 2 below) and she is
identified as the SAO PRO. There is NO requirement that the name of the SAO PRO
appear on the SAO website and the Public Records Request "button" on the SAO website is
at the top right side of the page in order to easily locate where to make the public disclosure
response. | have included the statute below for your convenience.

RCW 42.56.580
Public records officers.

(1) Each state and local agency shall appoint and publicly identify a
public records officer whose responsibility is to serve as a point of contact for
members of the public in requesting disclosure of public records and to oversee
the agency's compliance with the public records disclosure requirements of this
chapter. A state or local agency's public records officer may appoint an
employee or official of another agency as its public records officer.

(2) For state agencies, the name and contact information of the agency's
public records officer to whom members of the public may direct requests for
disclosure of public records and who will oversee the agency's compliance with
the public records disclosure requirements of this chapter shall be published in
the state register at the time of designation and maintained thereafter on the
code reviser website for the duration of the designation.

In response to the second item, we have attached the three closed Hotline complaints
received in 2024 regarding the City of Mabton. We still have three open Hotlines and
two open Fraud complaints that we are unable to provide until those reports are
completed. After consulting with the audit team we estimate the other five complaints
should be closed and available to provide to you no later than April 30, 2024. If we are
unable to meet this date, we will contact you and let you know when to expect the work
will be completed. Please let us know if you have any questions, concerns or issues
regarding this request.
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Edit Referral

H-24-409 Referral Information

Hotline ID:

Date of
Submission:

Entity Type:
Entity Category Type:

Entity:

Sub Entity Name:
Category:

1-2 sentence description
of concern:

Report Issued:
Reporting Type:

Report Number:

Investigation
Contracted:

Contract Number:
Contract Name:

Billing Time Code:
Costs:

Public Records Request:

Flag For
Annual Report:

Substantiated:
ARRA:

Action:

Hotline Contact:
cc:

Referral Date:

H-24-409
9/16/2024

Local
City/Town

Mabton, City of

Open Public Meetings and Records

The city is not responding to any public records requests.

No

Hotline Letter

[¢]

Yes
o

No
No

Closed

Action Taken: No

Response Date:
Report Date:

Follow Up Date:

Date Closed: 9/16/2024





Edit Referral

H-24-409 Contact Information

Hotline ID: H-24-409 Date of o 16/2024
Submission:

Submission Method: Web
Submission Type: Staff:
Author(Last, First):
Address:
City: State: WA Zip:

Home Phone:
Work Phone:
Mobile Phone:

Email: RitaBauer@proton.me

Can Contact: Yes

Contact :
Email
Preference:

Anonymous: No

Waived Confidentiality: No





Edit Referral

H-24-409 Referral Details

Hotline ID: H-24-409

What state or local organization is involved?

Please identify the specific concerns you are hoping the audit will address.
The city is not responding to any public records requests.

Please provide a detailed description of the assertion or outstanding achievement,
including who, when, where, what, how and how much.

After submitting 6 public records requests, the city has not responded to any.
How did this issue come to your attention?
Trying to submit public records requests

What employee(s), contractors, etc., were involved in the assertion or achievement?
Please include employee titles if possible.

Sylvia Sanchez and Jerry Villa
Please provide the names of any witnesses to the assertion or achievement, if possible.

Please provide any additional details or comments that would help us understand your
assertion or achievement.





Edit Referral

H-24-409
Activity
Log

Hotline ID: H-24-409

Entry Date ™ Log Entry

10/25/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)'.
09/16/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)'. Action changed from (not set) to Closed.





From: WA State Auditor Hotline

To: RitaBauer@proton.me

Subject: Washington State Auditor"s Office

Date: Monday, September 16, 2024 1:43:00 PM
To Whom It

May

Concern,

Thank you for contacting the State Auditor’s Office Citizen Hotline regarding the City of
Mabton. We take our job of holding government accountable for the use of public
resources seriously, and we have carefully considered the information you shared in
your hotline submission.

We have determined this issue is outside our audit authority as defined by RCW 43.09.
We do not have any authority over other entities public records only our own. Therefore,
we consider this matter closed.

Sincerely,

Hotline Management

H-24-409
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Edit Referral

H-24-410 Referral Information

Hotline ID:

Date of
Submission:

Entity Type:
Entity Category Type:

Entity:

Sub Entity Name:
Category:

1-2 sentence description
of concern:

Report Issued:
Reporting Type:
Report Number:

Investigation
Contracted:

Contract Number:
Contract Name:

Billing Time Code:
Costs:

Public Records Request:

Flag For
Annual Report:

Substantiated:
ARRA:

Action:

Hotline Contact:
cc:

Referral Date:

H-24-410
9/16/2024
Local

City/Town

Mabton, City of

Miscellaneous

They are out right refusing to honor public records requests for
unlawful reasons. I believe they are likely doing this systemically.
In light of the corruption charges going on against the mayor
right now, the fact that the city is currently being sued by
Christopher Vargas for records tells a lot.

No

Hotline Letter

Yes
No

No
No

Closed

Action Taken: No

Response Date:
Report Date:

Follow Up Date:

Date Closed: 9/16/2024





Edit Referral

H-24-410 Contact Information

Hotline ID: H-24-410 Date of . 6/5024

Submission:
Submission Method: Web

Submission Type: Citizen Staff:
Author(Last, First): McStevenson , Steve

Address:

City: State: WA Zip:
Home Phone:
Work Phone:
Mobile Phone:

Email: anonymouscitizenwa@protonmail.com

Can Contact: Yes

Contact :
Email
Preference:

Anonymous: No

Waived Confidentiality: No





Edit Referral

H-24-410 Referral Details

Hotline ID: H-24-410

What state or local organization is involved?

Please identify the specific concerns you are hoping the audit will address.

They are out right refusing to honor public records requests for unlawful reasons. I believe they
are likely doing this systemically. In light of the corruption charges going on against the mayor
right now, the fact that the city is currently being sued by Christopher Vargas for records tells a
lot.

Please provide a detailed description of the assertion or outstanding achievement,
including who, when, where, what, how and how much.

How did this issue come to your attention?

Tried to submit records which were refused and then discovered that others had similar issues.
What employee(s), contractors, etc., were involved in the assertion or achievement?
Please include employee titles if possible.

Please provide the names of any witnesses to the assertion or achievement, if possible.

Please provide any additional details or comments that would help us understand your
assertion or achievement.





Edit Referral

H-24-410
Activity
Log

Hotline ID: H-24-410

Entry Date ™ Log Entry
10/25/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)'.
09/16/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)'. Action changed from (not set) to Closed.

09/16/2024 --gillisj





From: WA State Auditor Hotline

To: anonymouscitizenwa@protonmail.com
Subject: Washington State Auditor"s Office

Date: Monday, September 16, 2024 1:46:00 PM
Dear Mr.

McStevenso

n,

Thank you for contacting the State Auditor’s Office Citizen Hotline regarding the City of
Mabton. We take our job of holding government accountable for the use of public
resources seriously, and we have carefully considered the information you shared in
your hotline submission.

We have determined this issue is outside our audit authority as defined by RCW 43.09.
We do not have any authority over other entities public records only our own. Therefore,
we consider this matter closed.

Sincerely,

Hotline Management

H-24-410
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Edit Referral

H-24-495 Referral Information

Hotline ID:

Date of
Submission:

Entity Type:
Entity Category Type:

Entity:

Sub Entity Name:
Category:

1-2 sentence description
of concern:

Report Issued:
Reporting Type:
Report Number:

Investigation
Contracted:

Contract Number:
Contract Name:

Billing Time Code:
Costs:

Public Records Request:

Flag For
Annual Report:

Substantiated:
ARRA:

Action:

H-24-495
10/23/2024

Local
City/Town

Mabton, City of

Fraud

The city of Mabton is trying to charge citizens for public records
requests when they legally can not since they don'y post a fee
schedule. They even want to charge an erroneous service fee.
This is fraud.

No

FYI to Team

Yes
No

No
No

Referred to Audit Team - FYI

Audit Team: Yakima

Audit Team Contact:

cc:

Referral Date:

Action Taken:

wilsonm@sao.wa.gov

AMY Bunger (bungera@sao.wa.gov)

10/24/2024

No

Response Date:

Report Date:

Follow Up Date:

Date Closed:

10/24/2024










Edit Referral

H-24-495 Contact Information

Hotline ID: H-24-495 Date of ,/53/2024
Submission:

Submission Method: Web
Submission Type: Staff:
Author(Last, First):
Address:
City: State: WA Zip:
Home Phone:
Work Phone:
Mobile Phone:
Email:
Can Contact: No

Contact )
Email
Preference:

Anonymous: Yes

Waived Confidentiality: No





Edit Referral

H-24-495 Referral Details

Hotline ID: H-24-495

What state or local organization is involved?

Please identify the specific concerns you are hoping the audit will address.

The city of Mabton is trying to charge citizens for public records requests when they legally can
not since they don'y post a fee schedule. They even want to charge an erroneous service fee. This
is fraud.

Please provide a detailed description of the assertion or outstanding achievement,
including who, when, where, what, how and how much.

How did this issue come to your attention?

They tried to charge..........

What employee(s), contractors, etc., were involved in the assertion or achievement?
Please include employee titles if possible.

Please provide the names of any witnesses to the assertion or achievement, if possible.

Please provide any additional details or comments that would help us understand your
assertion or achievement.





Edit Referral

H-24-495
Activity
Log

Hotline ID: H-24-495

Entry Date ™ Log Entry

10/25/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)'.

10/24/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)".

10/24/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)'.

10/24/2024 Task assigned to 'wilsonm@sao.wa.gov'. Team notification email sent to: wilsonm@sao.wa.gov,bungera@sao.wa.gov
10/24/2024 Referral updated by 'JEANA Gillis (gillisj)'. Action changed from (not set) to Referred to Audit Team - FYI.
10/24/2024

We will include in our upcoming audit. Since this is anonymous we can close it out. --bungera
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Sincerely,

Mary Leider, CPRO

Public Records Officer, Office of the Washington State Auditor
(564) 999-0919 (find me anywhere via Teams)

Let us help you improve your cyber health: #BeCyberSmart.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sao.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cleiderm%40sao.wa.gov%7C542f5f97ce0641e0992508dc5fd9411a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638490633903233880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BggDxkN5VQWJHVnziPwKyI619SftFcUktqN3p2DPy9k%3D&reserved=0
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